Quinnipiac and other Indigenous Individuals and Groups
Momauguin: The Grand Sachem of the Quinnipiac who resided at Mioonkhtuck on the East Shore of New Haven Harbor. Although not involved directly in the agreements in regard to Mennunkatuck, he had set a precedent by ceding land to the English in 1638.
Shaumpishuh: She is the sachem at Mennunkatuck and sister of Momauguin and after participating in the agreement with the English at New Haven in 1639 agreed to allow the English to settle at Mennunkatuck.
Qussuckquansh: The sachem at Totoket (Branford), he was the uncle of Momauguin and Shaumpishuh and had witnessed the benefits of living with Europeans during the short-lived Dutch fort in Totoket. He dictated the map that is part of the 1639 agreement drawn by Henry Whitfield.
Nausup: Son of Shaumpishuh and sachem following her death, he agreed to the 1686 agreement with the English of Guilford over what is now North Guilford.
Uncas: The sachem of the Mohegan who sided with the English against the Pequot during the Pequot War of 1636-37. He claimed the land that is now Madison in 1641 through the birth of his son by his wife, the daughter of the Hamonasset sachem.
Weekwash: The Niantic sachem who gave up his claim to what is now Madison in 1641.
The Quinnipiac: Resided along the Connecticut Shoreline from the West Haven area east to what is now Clinton and north into Cheshire and Meriden. Their chief village was Mioonkhtuck on the east shore of New Haven Harbor.
The Mohegan: Under the leadership of Uncas following the Pequot War of 1636-37, they claimed control of most of what is now Eastern Connecticut as ally of the English of the Connecticut Colony centered along the Connecticut River.
English Colonists listed in the 1639 Agreement
Rev. Henry Whitfield: The leader of the English Puritans who arrived in Quinnipiac (New Haven) in 1639 seeking to create a settlement along the Connecticut Shoreline, choosing Mennunkatuck as the site.
Robert Kitchel, William Chittenden, William Leete, John Bishop, and John Caffinge listed as Planters of Mennunkatuck.
John Higgenson: The Englishman living at Quinnipiac (New Haven) who acted as translator for the agreement in 1639, later settling at Mennunkatuck and becoming the minister of their church.
Robert Newman: Owned the barn in Quinnipiac (New Haven) where the 1639 agreement was reached. 
English Colonists listed in the 1641 Deed with Uncas
Rev. Henry Whitfield: The leader of the English planters residing at Mennunkatuck (Guilford).
Samuel Disborow: Prominent English Puritan residing at Mennunkatuck and one of three signers along with Henry Whitfield.
John Jordan: one of three planter signers along with Henry Whitfield.
Robert Kitchell, William Chittenden: Both listed as planters of Mennunkatuck.
William Leete: He is listed as recording the agreement of 1641 at which there is no listed translator.


The English Backstory for 1639 and 1641
The group of English who settled at Mennunkatuck were part of a larger movement of Puritans who dissented from the Church of England beginning around 1630. By 1639 others had established themselves at New Haven and along the Connecticut River centered around Hartford and Saybrook, in Massachusetts, and Rhode Island. Unlike the Dutch based in New Amsterdam who came to trade with the Indigenous people of the region, the English came to stay and establish permanent settlements in New England. To do so, in the English legal tradition, they sought to gain ownership and title to the land they occupied.
By 1639 the English had secured dominance in Connecticut over the surviving Indigenous population following their devastating defeat of the Pequot during the Pequot War of 1636-37 with the assistance of the Mohegan sachem Uncas. In their view, the entire region, including the lands of the Quinnipiac, was now open to creation of their settlements.
The Quinnipiac Backstory for 1639 and 1641
Decimated by a catastrophic two-year smallpox epidemic in 1633-34 that caused the death of up to 80% of the Quinnipiac and other Indigenous groups in Connecticut, the Quinnipiac witnessed the destruction of the Pequot three years later. During the Pequot War, many of the Quinnipiac had fled and sought protection of the English at their towns centered around Hartford on the Connecticut River. There, they experienced what at the time seemed the benefits of living near the English for protection and trade. 
When a new group of English Puritans arrived in New Haven Harbor in 1638, the Quinnipiac welcomed them agreeing to live along-side the newcomers in their tradition of joint use of the land. In 1639, the Quinnipiac under the leadership of Shaumpishuh at Mennunkatuck agreed to allow the Puritans under the leadership of the Rev. Henry Whitfield to settle at Mennunkatuck and relocate their village across the Kuttawo (East) River to what is now Madison. In 1641, under pressure from Uncas, they agreed to abandon their claim to what is now Madison and join their fellow Quinnipiac at Mioonkhtuck and Totoket.


 
