Shaumpishuh Profile
Shaumpishuh was the sachem of the Mennunkhtuck Band of the Quinnipiac People (Guilford) when the English colonists arrived along the Shoreline of Connecticut in 1638 following the end of the 1636-38 Pequot War. Because she was an adult at the time and died prior to 1686, one can assume she was in her twenties or early thirties at the time of the arrival of colonists in 1638.
Shaumpishuh was the sister of the Quinnipiac Grand Sachem, Momauguin who’s principle village was Mioonkhtuck (East Haven/New Haven) and niece of Qussuckquansh, sachem of the Totoket Band (Branford). This indicates she was part of an elite family with a tradition of leadership.
Shaumpishuh played a leading role in negotiating the arrival and settlement of the English colonists when they sailed into New Haven Harbor in 1638 with the purpose of establishing a settlement there. The New Haven Agreement was written down by the English and translated to the Quinnipiac by an Englishman, Thomas Stanton. The agreement to share the land around the harbor was “signed” by Momauguin and his counselors including Shaumpishuh. 
That agreement clearly states that Shaumpishuh spoke up for the benefit of the Quinnipiac stating that in return for agreeing to share the land around the harbor, the English would protect them from their enemies and provide trade goods. In 1639, when a second group of colonists arrived, she negotiated with their leadership under the Reverend Henry Whitfield. The agreement stated that in return for the English settling where her village of Mennunkhtuck was located, she would move with her band to their land across the Kuttawo (East) River in what is now Madison. There were few restrictions on Quinnipiac movement throughout the area by the English and the Quinnipiac continued to move freely through what they considered shared land.
In 1641, Shaumpishuh’s Band abandoned their village along the Kuttawo due to pressure from the Mohegan sachem Uncas. Her band dispersed to join their people at Totoket and Mioonkhtuck but records show they continued to move in and out of their original territory including what would become North Guilford.
Upon her return to Mioonkhtuck, Shaumpishuh continued for the rest of her life to be one of the chief negotiators with the English colonists on a wide variety of disagreements and issues as well as new agreements, especially following the death of her brother. It is interesting to note that even though the culture of the colonists did not recognize or allow rights to women, Shaumpishuh throughout her life spoke for her people as an equal to the English men and not as a subordinate.
The colonists however in writing the “treaties”, never mentioned her by name but instead referred to her as the “Squaw Sachem” or the “Sunk Squaw” indicating their probable discomfort negotiating with a woman. She is referred to by name however in later colonial documents. As Shaumpishuh aged, some of her roles among the Quinnipiac were assumed by her daughter Shambisqua and son Nausup.
What information we have about Shaumpishuh’s appearance comes from a few English records. She was apparently tall and much larger than the average English woman and had at some point lost an eye prior to the English arrival in 1638. In some documents, the colonists on occasion referred to her as the “One Eyed Sunk Squaw”. It is easy to assume that based upon her lineage and position among the Quinnipiac, Shaumpishuh must have had a rather regal dignity that compelled even the English leaders to treat her with respect. In signing agreements with the colonists by “making her mark”, she utilized two of the most powerful Indigenous symbols, a bow and arrow and a pipe, both a sign of both physical and spiritual authority.
